Department Chair Meeting Minutes

College of Arts and Sciences

April 27, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 8:04 a.m. on Tuesday, April 27, 2010.  Dr. Vagn K. Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided.  Department Chairs present:  Ms. Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Phil Bridgmon, Dr. Ron Smith, Dr. Bob Garfrerick, Dr. Craig Christy, Dr. Bill Strong, Dr. Christopher Maynard, Dr. David Muse, LTC Wayne Bergeron, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Ed Joubert, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Alex Takeuchi for Dr. Craig Robertson.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  

1.
Approval of Minutes.  The minutes from April 13 were approved by consensus.
2.
Report from COAD.  Dr. Hansen reported from the April 19 meeting:
-Tammy Jacques and Laura Hardin were in attendance to provide the SOAR schedule and to discuss proposed changes to the SOAR program (more involvement of parents, trying to eliminate paper, and revisions to timeframe of Meet Your College).
-Debbie Chaffin and Bonnie Coats were in attendance to promote distance education and offer their services to meet with individual departments to address their needs.  Their goal is for 100% of all faculty, including adjunct faculty, to provide online syllabi.
-Core competency revisions were recommended by the deans.  It will go through the Institutional Effectiveness Committee and the SACS Leadership Team and then on to the Curriculum Committee.
-The deans approved the renaming of the Bachelor of General Studies Committee to Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies Committee.
3.
Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Communications.  Due to the proposed B.A./B.S. in Mass Communications and the need to realign existing emphasis areas between Mass Communications and Communication Arts, the following changes are being proposed.
Dr. Pitts made a motion to eliminate the following emphasis areas in the B.A./B.S. in Communication Arts:  Broadcast Journalism, Public Relations, and Radio-Television Film and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion and unanimously adopted.  These options will now be under the new Mass Communication degree.

Dr. Pitts made a motion to create four new undergraduate courses and one new graduate course: (COM 133 Creation of New Cinema Appreciation (3); COM 293W Screenwriting Fundamentals (3); COM 343 Production Projects (1-3); TH 310 Script Analysis (3); and COM 553W Screenwriting Artistry (3).  The motion was seconded, discussed, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Pitts made a motion to eliminate the minors in Broadcast Journalism, Public Relations, and Radio-Television-Film and the motion was seconded, discussed, and unanimously adopted.


Dr. Pitts made a motion to modify the minor in Journalism by deleting COM 410 Layout Design and replacing it with COM 215 Media Writing.  He stated that for one year, the minor in Journalism will continue to be listed under the B.A./B.S. in Communication Arts.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Pitts made a motion for changes in course numbers and additions or increases in fees for the following courses:  COM 393W – addition of special fee of $50 and addition of a prerequisite (COM 293W); COM 433 – change to COM 443, add special fee of $50, and change prerequisite course number (COM 373 to COM 243); COM 453W – addition of special fee of $50 and change title from Feature Screenwriting Artistry I to Screenwriting Artistry, and change prerequisite from COM 393W to permission needed from instructor; COM 493 – addition of special fee of $25 per credit hour, change of prefix from FIL 493 to COM 493, and change of title from Film and Digital Media Production Practicum to Production Practicum and inactivation of COM 333 and COM 473W.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Pitts made a motion to add two minors within the Department of Communications:  Digital Media Production and Screenwriting.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.


Dr. Pitts made a motion for the inactivation of Options II – Entertainment Media Production and Option III – Entertainment Publicity Promotion, currently under the Communication Arts degree and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.


Dr. Pitts thanked everyone and stated that these changes were all related to working toward accreditation for their program.

4.
Curriculum Proposal from the Department of Foreign Languages.  Dr. Christy made a motion for the addition of a new course, FL 201 Introduction to Study Abroad (3-6) and the motion was seconded.  During discussion Dr. Christy shared that this course will give students the skills needed to navigate in a foreign country.  The motion was unanimously adopted.
5.
Curriculum Proposals from the Department of History and Political Science.  Dr. Maynard made a motion to create a new minor in Philosophy to provide an alternative to the minor in Religion and Philosophy for students with interest in philosophy and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Maynard made a motion to create a new minor in Legal Studies to provide a pre-law option for students who intend to apply to law school and the motion was seconded.  During discussion there was a suggestion that all the courses that deal with law be listed in the catalog and a statement that other courses could be approved by the Chair of the Department of History and Political Science.  Dr. Maynard accepted the amendment and the motion was unanimously adopted.
6.
Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science.  Dr. Muse made a motion to change the course prerequisites for MA 115 from minimum mathematics ACT score of 22 and credit in high school Algebra I, Algebra II and Geometry; or grade of C or better in intermediate Algebra to minimum mathematics ACT score of 22 and credit in high school Algebra I, Algebra II and Geometry; or grade of C or better in MA 112 and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Muse made a motion to change the course prerequisites for MA 471W from MA 227 and MA 325 to MA 227 and either MA 238 or MA 355 and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.
7.
Summer Session.  Dr. Hansen stated that he has been looking at where enrollment is currently and it looks rather promising to him.   He informed the department chairs that he will ask early next week which courses meet the 10/5 goal in your department.  He stated that people can be making decisions up front and that the intersession courses are looking good.  There has been a problem with early scholars already registering and that it being looked into.  There were questions regarding low enrollment courses with graduating seniors and if departments on the whole were breaking even could certain courses be allowed to run.  Dr. Hansen stated that the budget committee had ruled that it could not be at the department level, it had to be at the college level and he asked the department chairs to be thinking in advance of which courses might be allowed to run without the 10/5 paying students and be prepared to discuss this at our next meeting.
8.
Other.


-Profiles in Excellence.  Dr. Hansen passed out examples and asked that submissions follow these styles and categories.

-Dr. Hansen passed out the latest Credit Hour Production by Instruction information from the Office of Institutional Research, Planning, and Assessment and stated that the numbers indicated should be what was official with the exception of Military Science and he would get with Wayne to discuss how to work on this.

-Dr. Hansen reminded everyone of the sessions with Alan November held at 10:00 a.m., noon, and 1:30 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 a.m.

